
Maths Meeting 



Three main Areas of the National 
Curriculum  
• Reasoning 

• Fluency 

• Problem Solving 



Mastery Approach 
 The essential idea behind mastery is that all children 

need a deep understanding of the mathematics they 
are learning. So that future mathematical learning is 
built on solid foundations which do not need to be re-
taught, 
there is no need for separate catch-up programmes 
due to some children falling behind. 
Children who, under other teaching approaches, can 
often fall a long way behind, are better able to keep up 
with their peers, so that gaps in attainment are 
narrowed whilst the attainment of all is raised.  
 
 

Teaching for Mastery 2015 



What does Mastery mean?  
• Focussing on an area for a longer amount of time.  

• Whole class interactive teaching – All children working on the 
same task at the same time 

• Allowing children to fully master an area before moving on- 
Children to fully understand how to do it and can show 
someone else. 

Long term over view:  
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What does it mean to  
master something? 

• I know how to do it 

• It becomes automatic and I don’t need to 
think about it- for example driving a car 

• I’m really good at doing it – painting a picture 

• I can show someone else how to do it. 

 



Numeracy in Reception 
 

Reception Learning Objectives are taken from the Early 
Years Foundation Stage - It involves number and shape, 
space and measures. 
 
Reception teach maths skills on a Monday to Thursday.  
5 minute mental warm up – such as counting or a game 
activity. 
5-10 minute input followed by a guided activity or 
learning choices. 
Plenary – Always a problem solving focus 
Friday – Problem Solving focus. 



Key Stage one  
For Year 1 and Year 2 the objectives are taken from the New National 
Curriculum. 
 
Following the Mastery approach we aim to focus on one key area a 
term.  
The areas are broken down into number and place value; which 
includes number bonds, doubles ,halves, times tables etc. 
 Calculations – addition, subtraction, multiplication and division, 
 Geometry – shapes 2d and 3d, positions 
Measures – time, length, capacity, money, weight, fractions and 
statistics 
 Problem solving  and reasoning runs throughout all the areas and 
every lesson always end with a problem solving plenary.  



Changes  

Since the introduction of the new 
national curriculum some of the 

objectives in older year groups have 
been moved down e.g. 1/3 in 

fractions is now in year 2 whereas 
before it was in year 3. 



Typical year 1/2 lesson  

There are 5, 50 minute lessons a week – Made up of 5 
parts. 
1. Counting activity. 
2. 5-10 minute mental starter which could include 
number bonds/adding/ taking away/ doubles/ times 
tables. 
3. 10-15minute - Whole class teaching on a main focus 
e.g. totals and change.  
4. 20minutes activity. Children work within mixed ability 
groups.   
5. 5 minute plenary – All children return to the carpet for 
discussion/ assessment of the learning objectives. Any 
misconceptions are dealt with at this point. Followed by 
a problem solving opportunity.   



Resources and strategies  

• Numicon 

• Tens and ones 

• Counting objects 

• 100 squares 

• Number lines  

• Convince me cards 

• Calculations policy 



Mastery Max   

He has been introduced to help the children with 
their reasoning skills. He will appear on the 
homework each term and he appears in lessons 
throughout the week. 



Example Mastery Max question  

• Which is the larger 
fraction?  

 

• What misconceptions 
might this expose? 



Assessment  
Children are assessed over the term. This 
assessment then feeds into teachers planning 
and is passed onto the next teacher. 

 

Assessment in an on going 

procedure, that doesn’t just happen at the end 
of a year. 



Strategies/How to support your child at 
home 

• Rhymes/ action songs 

• Counting forwards and backwards in a 
variety of patterns and starting from any 
number. 

• Number bonds  

• Doubles and halves 

• Times tables 

• Finding numbers/shapes in the 
environment. 



Any Questions  

 


